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Eagle Nebula Eskimo Nebula

About 10,000 years old

Formed by a dying star

“Cometary knots,” 
which will dissipate or 
may contract to form 
planet-sized objects

Composed of gas 
and dust

Structures are larger 
than our solar system

Gravity at work

2 million years old

Place of star formation

Columns of cool, 
interstellar hydrogen 
gas and dust act as 
incubators for
new stars
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