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Comparison of globular and open star clusters

Globular star

cluster

Group of tens of thousands
to hundreds of thousands
of stars

Highly symmetrical ball of stars

Frequently contains
bright red giant stars

Located in the halo or
bulge of a galaxy

Composed of old stars
that formed when the
universe was younger

Group of stars
held together by
mutual gravitational
attraction

All of its stars are the same
age, having formed from the
same cloud of gas and dust.

Stars in the cluster are at the
same distance from Earth.

The star colors in a cluster

indicate the age of the cluster.

Orbits the center
of a galaxy

No longer forming in our

galaxy, the Milky Way
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Open star

cluster

Group of hundreds of stars

Irregularly shaped
grouping of stars

Contains bright blue stars

Located in the arms of the
Milky Way and other spiral
galaxies

Composed of young stars
that recently formed in the
disks of galaxies

Continues to form in the arms

of spiral galaxies, including
the Milky Way
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