
where’s the best sample size?

Variability across all
possible sample sizes
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Add ing  the  mean  o r  med ian
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Adding the mean or median helps us to
see the effect of sample size on variability.

Do you think you know where the
smallest reasonable sample is?

In the bright yellow region,
variability first starts to
‘settle down’ and the
measure of central
tendency first starts to
approach a more constant
value. This region yields the
smallest reasonable size.
Accuracy wouldn’t
increase much by picking
a larger sample.

Can you determine the smallest reasonable
sample size for data taken from the HDF-N?
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Can you determine the smallest reasonable
sample size for data taken from the HDF-N?
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